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TAGS: TECH, PARM, ENRG, FR 

SUBJECT: HIGHLY ENRICHED URANIUM FOR THE HIGH FLUX 
NEUTRON REACTOR IN GRENOBLE, FRANCE 

REF: STATE 068080 

1 . WE APPRECIATE WASHINGTON'S STUDY OF THE SUBJECT 
AND WILLINGNESS TO ASSESS URGENCY. THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION WAS SUPPLIED THROUGH CEA BY THE ILL STAFF 
AT GRENOBLE. 

2. DATA CONTAINED PARA 1 REFTEL CORRECT. CURRENTLY 
AND DURING THE PAST YEAR FUEL ELEMENTS HAVE BEEN 
FABRICATED AT NUKEM AND AT CIRCA IN ROMANS, FRANCE. OF 
THE TOTAL 122 KG OF U-235, APPROXIMATELY 30 KG ARE IN 
THE FORM OF SCRAP AND MATERIAL IN THE PRODUCTION LINE. 

CURRENT REACTOR CONSUMPTION IS AT THE RATE OF SIX CORE 
LOADINGS PER YEAR, MAKING ARNUAL REQUIREMENTS ABOUT 
51.3 KG OF U-235. APPROXIMATELY TEN MONTHS IS REQUIRED 
AFTER RECEIPT OF THE MATERIAL FROM THE US FOR THE 
FINISHED CORE LOADING TO BE READY FOR USE IN THE HIGH 
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FLUX REACTOR. 

3. WITH THE 30 KG U-235 IN SCRAP AND IN THE "FABRICA- 
TION WHEEL," THE REMAINING MATERIAL WILL CARRY THE 
REACTOR OPERATION UNTIL (TEN CORE LOADINGS OR TWENTY 
MONTHS FROM JUNE, 1976) JANUARY 1978. TO MAINTAIN THE 
FUEL FABRICATION LINE NEW MATERIAL MUST BE ON HAND AT 
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THE BEGINNING OF APRIL 1977. 

4. WE BELIEVE IT IS A MATTER OF URGENCY TO PROCESS THE 
PERMIT FOR THE 16 KG OF HEU. THE PERCENTAGE QUANTITY 
OF MATERIAL IN SCRAP ALLOWANCE IS REASONABLE (25 PERCENT) 

AND THE TIME IN PROCESS (TEN MONTHS) IS RELATIVELY QUICK. 
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